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Top MIT physics grad and Harvard doctoral student Sabrina Pasterski always looks beyond the horizon
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remarkable woman

Sabrina Pasterski

the Center for the Fundamental Laws of

fore Harvard, she graduated in

just three years — at the top of
wsetts.

scientific exploration.
Her fascination with what's sbove Earth
began early. As a child, Pasterski, who
attended Chicago Public Schools’ Edison
Regional Gifted Center, decided she
‘wanted to send someone to Mars.

ine of Lake Michigan. (She had
to secure special permission from
Federal Aviation Administrationto fly the

plane)
She built the plane, she said, after a
from the Illinois Mathe i

teacher inois Mathematics
Science Academy in Aurora (where she
atte ), upon hearing she

Big dreams on the horizon for
down-to-earth physics whiz

“That's become my mantra ever since?”
“That's ni

you done lately?”
‘These d i

esting But T
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that people doubt you, you realize, “Hmm,
‘maybe I need to do better”

at the same event as former Secretary of

A: i i i
cause it might have actually pushed me .
litle bit to re-evaluate where I wanted to

Q: What does life looklike for you in

State Colin Powell or researching space- Q: Tellmeabout the first timeyou ~ be. five years? 2020 with
? frer- i 9 years old. T'm glad that I didn't (apply ¥ for starters.
thought. irl, A:The first t 3 ight  schools),because if T LT~ A:Fornow,its i
includes along roster of her accomplish- ich typically i instruction  don'tknow if I could in  myPhD. found and
‘ments. The th Pasterski, a d 2 quick ime in the air with a flight offthe waitst. run an interdisciplinary laboratory. The
ion Cubs talkedto  instructor). i ‘way I seeit s, biology relies upon chem-
sthacks d che shoreline. That- It'sa Q: It’s not: i it ig i d in
Tt i i nice feeling It g7 differentper-  tion? some level when you can reduce things to
i i A i itas“Well, Pmnot  simpler i
Q: How did you go from beinga regu- ‘worthy of getting into MIT” (or) “No, Iam  use them. It's good to have a bigger picture
o 5 = Z ing i ) ”
want to build you itisted at MIT and ini- as amotivation.  don'tthink I would have  end up geting caught in some particular
A:When I was little, | tally di i Aftera bout doingwell acaderni.  1ab or a secti ing a par.
aerospace. [ wanted to bul I i been i the fact that Thad ticular task.

‘was never that into sci-fi as much, because

tough. What did you learn from that

cally
something to prove.
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scor
Sabrina Pasterski in 2010 in the experimental aircraft she built.

Q: Wha
2 Chiocate T domt mnydmkuf.

standard route.
feine, so that’s the closest thing.
Q: Tell me about your passion for
Q: Doy
AA jrplane i
from school? iew. A motorcycle is great for its accelera-
A:Whether it's summer or not, Ido lmnACessm!So:svery
family downtown. Welive i Edison Park; o the oher togo that way. Every physlclsl
it's a wonderful
notbigcity. Its fun
and. little bit.
Q: Many things that other people £ How doyou handle the pressure
might f poopl
‘gettingint d e ty
asateenzger, didn't d.smdeym. T Lo
‘way to approach things A: T'm harder on myself than other
that seem so daunting? people probably are on me. I definitely feel

A:Oftentimesin retrospect, the thing

like I have way more to do, I's great to get

that's the hardest.
e things

T beright about

I
wemﬂxmughllolm!de it turn out the
better for yourself as much as you could,
makes something that you are then happy

i that (will
become) rather bigat some point. Fingers
crossed.

account:
down the line?
Q: Any tips for parents who have
children like you, who push to do seem- Nominate someone
ly impossible things? remarkable:
‘A: My parents have nen- Know someone we
couraging (They) nover realy s.m;h any- should feature in this
‘was impossible. M weekly column? Tell us
‘e on the edge of at nothing is about her at lifeand
impossible. The more you learn, the more style@tribpub.com.
you realize what think s
1 d check obook. “Remarl(nble
s .

encour-

haline Itsi t
age your children. Everybody has some-
i 200d at and you
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Introducing the new
Theater Loop with Chris Jones
from the Chicago Tribune
Now with even more coverage and reviews of theater,
dance and comedy; news from Broadway and beyond;
and our exclusive, original Theater Loop Showcase
performance videos.

Sign up for our newsletter today and
keep yourself in the Loop!
chicagotribune.com/theaterloop
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the video went viral and he
gained international attention.
Unusual catches of foul balls

sports_highlights shows, and

or home_runs are a staple of

safety netting at maj
league ballparks, or should fans

Foul balls, flying bats: Does
baseball need bigger nets?

Maybe, but some fans prefer better sightlines to pmtection

BY PAUL SULLIVAN stands for baseballs is more same risks millions of others
Chicago Tribune lme'xmmgthxnmepmensdf have dealt with for more than a
‘But recent injuries century?
When a fan made a one- flying bats and balls lelves M.- ‘There's no consensus on the
handed aichofa foulbalwhile jor Lesgue B issue, though the MLB Players
am  Commplex soue that could sier  Asociaton has tied
dmmgmuhsgmemm)um the ballpark experience dra- more netting behind the plate in

previous labor talks and may do
so again when the collective-
bargaining agreement comes up.
in 2016.

sometimes the battle in the sitting in those seats take the 7urn to Safety, Page 9 in May. Baseball to protect h d:
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IN THE WORLD

Racing

to make
inroads
in Cuba

As nation opens up,
timing is crucial to
securing business

By KATHY BERGEN
Chicago Tribune

When Cuba's foreign minister
raised his nation's singl-star flag
outside its newly opened embassy

struction equipr
pillr did the same ouside ts
Peoria headquarte
Caterpillar 5 one of a growing
number of Hinois and Chlmg\)-

9 area companies, civic organiza-
tions and cultural institutions
rushing into a nationwide race to
estabih 2 foothold in the tiny

i
A band 1l of izing}: i The offthe Flords shore — a potentil
i popular i trove of new profits on an island

that has been off limits, for the
most part, for more than a half-
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za in Grant Perk Th

Lollapal

inner o Smn.h. Inaddiionto l.\slemngm music estivalgoers - degrees. Florence + the Machine and Norwegian DJ Kygo were ek
9 h S fo

century.

“Just about everybody focuses
on the fens of thousands of
60-year-old cars that are on the
streets, but for Caterpillar, we
focus on_the 60-year-old roads
they are being driven on. That's

You, too, can own a home
by Frank Lloyd Wright

BY BOB GOLDSBOROUGH No strangers to historic
Chicago Tribune homes and historic districts,

Turn to Cuba, Page 10

Fall fashion: The new
trend is no trends

“k |

e QNN

r Emily Novick to
a0t husbmd, Steve Gold- Isidore H. Heller House, which
stein, then a pediatrics professor  was designed in 1897 by legend-
and physician-in-chiefat Comer ary architect Frank Lloyd
Childrens Hospita, moved to - Weight,
Chicago in 2004 from the East “I did't think it was possible
mmeymedmhwg to own a Frank Lloyd Wright
market in Kenwood and Hyde house” Novick said last week
Park, looking for a home that  with a laugh. “I didn't think you
would offer enough space fo
entertain.

Frank Lioyd Wright's H. Howard Hyde House in Chicago s for sale. At

Tum to Houses, Page 8 least nine local Wright homes are on the market.
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